Premalignant melanocytic dysplasia and malignant melanoma of the oral mucosa.
Although malignant melanoma of the oral cavity frequently arises in pre-existing melanosis of the oral mucosa, little is known about oral melanoma precursor lesions. We reviewed three patients with premalignant melanocytic dysplasia and 14 with malignant melanoma of the oral mucosa. Thirteen of the 14 malignant melanoma cases had radial growth phases similar to those of acral lentiginous melanoma (ALM) of the skin. The prognosis of oral melanoma was not poor in contrast to that of cutaneous melanoma. Premalignant melanocytic dysplasia of the oral mucosa showed lentiginous or pagetoid proliferation of atypical melanocytes in the lower epithelium in the central part of the lesion, and lentiginous proliferation of dendritic melanocytes or simple hyperpigmentation in the basal cell layer in the peripheral part. These findings were similar to those of the radial growth phase of ALM of the oral mucosa.